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Comrade Mao Zedong ha s poin ted out the fo llowing: The period 
between the founding of the People' s Republic of China and the basic 
completion of socia list transformation is one of transi tion . The Party's 
genera l line or general task for the transi ti on period is to accomplish 
step by step and over a fairly long period of time the country's socialist 
indu strializa tion and the soc ial is t tran sformation of ag r ic ulture , 
handicra ft s and capitalist indu s try and commerce . Thi s gene ral line 
s hould be the beacon illumina t ing all our work, and whereve r we 
deviate from it, we s ha ll make Ri g ht or "Left" mi stakes .2 9 2 This 
sta tement is a guideline for setting forth and carrying out the Party's 
p oli c ie s and tasks in all fie lds. It is likewise a guideline in rega r d to 
the tasks of inspection of Party discipline . If we should deviate from 
this general line in suc h work, we are bound to make Right or "Left" 
mistakes. 

Party discipline he lp s ensure the implementat ion of the Party's 
line. Party disc ipl ine-inspection commissions ass ist Party committees 
at corresponding leve ls in the enforcement of Party discipline. These 
commissions are administr ative organs in charge of inves tigating and 
settling cases of violations of discipline by Party members or organiza­
tions . Special ly, they are respons ible for examining all cases involving 
di sc ipline violations and taking appropriate mea s ure s, and for guiding 
Party organiza tion s at the grass-roots level in discipline e nforcement. 
Through discip line ins pection, these commissions he lp ensure the im­
p lementat io n of t he Party's genera l line as we ll as it s tasks, plans 
and policies for differen t periods; they a lso conduct education a mong 
Party member s on observance of di sc ipline . With the adoption of the 
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Party' s gen e r a l line for the trans ition per iod, the basic task of the 
di sc ipline- ins pec tion commiss ions is to help e n s ure its smooth imple­
m entation through the handling of v io la tions of Par ty di sc ipline oc­
c urring in the course of carry ing out this ge neral line or gene ral ta s k, 
and through preventing o r overcoming all acts and tende ncies detri­
me nta l to it. T o be s pec ifi c, they should do the following: 

1. II e lp e ns ur e production and the thorough fulfilm e nt of s tate 
plans. 

In the Firs t Five-Year Plan (1953-57) for m ulate d in accordance 
w ith the P arty's ge ne ral line, o ur ba s ic ta s ks ar e to concent ra t e o ur 
e ffort on deve lop ing heavy indus try as the foundation fo r th e coun­
try's industria lization a nd for the modern iza t ion of our nationa l de­
f e nce; train th e necessa ry perso nnel , ex pand co mmun ica ti o n s and 
transport services and develop lig ht industry, agricultu r e and com­
m erce; promote ste p by ste p t he co - ope r at ive tran s formation of 
agriculture and handicrafts and continue the soc iali s t transformation of 
private indus try and comme r ce while allowing individual fa rm ing and 
h a ndi c r aft s a nd indiv idu a l priva te indu s try and comme r ce to pl ay 
the ir proper ro les; and further con so lidate the a llianc e between 
workers and peasants, e ns ure the stead y g rowth of the soc ialis t sector 
of the economy in r e la t ion to the other s ectors a nd, on the ba s is of 
increased production, ens ure the g r ad ual improvemen t of the people's 

ma terial and cu ltura l life. 
The w hole Party mus t make preparations and stri ve to carry ou t 

the foregoing tasks in an order ly, planned way. We m us t in the pro­
cess explo it all ou r potentia ls and check the negat ive factors that 
hinde r cha nge . At the same time, we must make a correct appra isa l of 
both s ubjective and obj ec ti ve conditions and oppose impe tuos ity and 
rashness . Natu r a ll y, tasks of s uc h magni tude have to be carried out 
by the e ntire people under the leade r s hip of the Central Committee 
of the Party, the P arty commi t tee s and the people's governments at 
various levels . T h e r espons ib il ity of the di scipl in e- inspection com­
m iss ion s, und e r th e le ade r s hip of the P arty committees at v ar ious 
levels, is to co-oper ate with al l r e leva nt depa r tme nts in safeguarding 
the P arty 's polici es regarding development of production and in 
g uarantee ing the thorough fulfi lment of state plans . T o thi s end, they 
must make time ly invest iga tion into v iolation s of the Par ty' s pol ic ies 
a nd decis io ns, deceptions o r eve n s abotage in the imple men ta tio n of 
the five-year plan or annual plans; fal s ify ing of w ork repo r ts to deceive 
the P arty ; an y v iolat ion s of the laws and dec r ees of the s ta te; and 
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acts of any Party organiza ti ons o r cadres that hamp er product ion and 
the re by bring losses to the Party and the s tate. T he y mus t report the 
results of their invest igation to Par ty committee s a t the corresponding 
or higher leve ls so as to se t things to ri ghts . Appropria te di sc iplinary 
meas ures must be taken against those Party o rganizations and cadres 
w ho have made grave e rro rs and caused se rious ha rm. In dea ling w ith 
such cases, the di scipline-ins pection commiss ions s hould condu ct syste­
mat ic educa ti on on Party d isc ipline and see that no P ar ty o r ganiza ­
tio ns or cad res act in co ntraventio n of the Party's ge nera l line or 
s tate plan s and that they fulfi l the ir al lo tted tasks . In thi s way, the 
P a rty's po li c ies on the expans ion of productio n can be correc tl y im­
plemented and the fi.ve-year plan and annual plans of the sta te can be 
carri ed ou t smoothly. 

2. Oppose and prevent corrupt ion of the Party by the bourgeois ie 
and capi ta li s t ideology, a nd furth e r conso lidate and perfec t the Party 
organization. 

In r ecen t year s, our Party has been tempe red in the War to Res ist 
U .S . Agg ression and Aid Korea, 29 1 in the Ag r a rian Reform,2 9 3 in the 
movement to s uppress counter- r evoluti onaries,29

' in the movement to 
conso lidate the P a rty, 2 9 5 in the moveme nts against the "three ev il s" 2 9 5 

and the "five evil s" ,297 and in o the r strugg les . The ideo logical level of 
large numbers of P arty cadres h as the r eby ri sen remarkably and the 
Party organizat ion g r ea tly improved and consol ida ted, w ith a number 
of counter-revolutiona ries, a li en c la ss e le me nts and degenerates hav­
ing been expelle d. But the enemy has not been completely elimina ted. 
Neither the impe ri a lis t s nor the over thrown c la sse s in China will take 
their defeat lying down. They will attempt a come-back by ta king every 
opportuni ty and us ing every poss ible means to und erm ine our caus e 
and the unity of the Party. Moreover, for a long time to come we w ill 
be in a complica te d s itua tio n in which we bo th co-opera te w ith and 
ca rry out struggles aga ins t the bourgeois ie . We mus t, the r efore, ma in­
tain unre laxe d revo lu t ionary v igilance and further consol idate an d 
perfect the Party o rganization. 

T h e historical exper ience of our Party ha s pro ved that "Left", 
adventurist e rror s are liable to occ ur among our Party cadres when 
there is a s plit betwee n our P art y and the bourgeo is ie, while Right 
errors char ac terized by s lackened vigilance are more like ly when the re 
is co - ope ration be tween the two. In the soc ialis t transfo rmation of 
private industry and commerce, agriculture and handicraft s, resistance 
on the par t of some members of the bourgeoisie is only to be expec ted. 
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a nd one of the ir methods is by using the ir ideology to influence us, 
lower our guard and eve n attack u s in the po liti cal and economic 
sphere s . It will therefor e be our Party's important task for a long time 
to come to pr event and oppose co rros ion by the bo urgeo is ie a nd cap­
italis t ideo logy. 

H e ncefort h, alo ng with wo rkin g in c lose co-o pe ration w ith the 
Par ty's organization and propaganda depa rtme nts t o unde r stand the 
gene r al ideo log ical s ta te of Pa r ty cadres and s tep up intra - Party educa­
tion in disc ipline, it will be of s pec ial s ign ifi canc e for the di scipline­
inspection commi ss ions at va ri ous levels to conduct the above - mention­
e d s trugg le in a serious ye t ca utious and e ffec tive way, us ing typ ical 
examples. At the same time , they should con tinue to weed out of the 
P arty coun te r-revolutionaries, al ien cla ss e lements and degene ra tes . 
Only by consol idating and improving the Party both ideolog ic ally and 
organizationally will it be poss ible to keep the Party o rgani sm hea lthy 
and ens ure the correct implementation of it s line, policies and deci­
s10ns . 

3. Cement the ti es between the Party and the masses . 
T o fu lfil the tremendous ta s k of soc iali st industrialization and the 

soc ialist tr a nsformation of a g ri culture, handicrafts and capi tali st in­
dustry and commerce, it is necessary constantly to cemen t the t ies be­
tween the Party and the working people and to oppose all intra - Pa r ty 
activities de trim e nta l to them. Only with ma ss s upport and supervi­
s ion can our Pa r ty beco me stro ng, overcome all obs tacles and o ther 
difficulties and pus h our cause forward. 

In the pas t few years, the Party s uccessfully dealt with a number of 
m ajo r cases in addition to lau nching movements to rectify and co n­
so lidate the Party, the struggle against bureaucratism, coercion and 
commandi s m a nd v io lati ons of th e law and of di sc ip line , a nd the 
s truggles against subjectivism and the "five excesses" in the r ur a l 
a reas.2 98 These actions have been of enormous s ign ificance, being a imed 
at cementing the ties between the Party and the masses; at rect ifying the 
Party cadres ' e rroneous ideas and ways as manifested in us ing defec­
ti ve wo rk methods, ig no rin g the inte rests of the m asses, failing to 
heed their opinions and alienat ing oneself from them, and s uppress ing 
democracy ; and at remedying g ross violations of the law and of di s ­
cipline. Our general objective is to make the Party a lea ding force 
truly wo rthy of the trus t and s upport of the masses . Fac ts have s hown 
that, as a result of the s aid effort, the ideo logical and political level 
of our Party cadres has been raised, their style of work ha s markedly 
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improve d , and the Party and the masses have become much c lose r. 
In imple m e nting the Party's policies and dec is ions, therefore, Party 
organi zations and Par ty cadres at a ll levels must h enceforth s trive to 
improve their methods of w ork , s how rea l concern for the interests 
of the masses, li sten attentively to the ir op inions, be resolved to protect 
their democ r atic rig ht s a nd opp ose v io lations of the law and of d is ­
cipline s o as to furthe r cement the ties between the Party and the 
masses. 

The d is cip line-inspect ion commissions a t various levels s hould co­
o pera te w ith the o r ganiza ti on and propaganda depa rtme nts to di s ­
cover, exam ine and r e medy ac t s of Par ty cadres that infr inge upon 
the people 's inte res t s, carefully to deal w ith complaints, a cc usa tions 
an d appeals involving them, and do a good job of attending to lette rs 
and v isits from the people, so that th e ti es between the Party and 
the masses can be cemented, and so our Party can w in the ir whole ­
hearte d support at all times and remain firm and invincible . 

4. Ensure centr alized and unified Party leaders hip. 
Centra li zed a nd unifi ed P a r ty lea d e r s hip is a princ ip le the P arty 

Central Committee and Comrade Mao Zedong have long s ince stressed 
a nd adhered to . E x pe ri e nc e ha s s how n that th is is v ital if we are 
to overcome the erroneous tendencies towards anarchy as well as 
towards ne g lect o f o r gan izat ion a nd di sc ipline, a n d if we are to 
prevent a small number of Party organiza tion s or membe r s from a s­
se rting indepe ndence, prevent decentrali s m, and avo id or reduce pos ­
s ible errors in all our work . Under the leadership of the Party, the 
people of all our n at iona li tie s have e ntered a new e ra c hara cte rized 
by plann e d na t io na l cons tructi o n. In orde r to indus triali ze the coun­
tr y and modernize our national defence , all a s pects of our cons truc­
t io n work mu st be put u nder t h e Pa rty's cent ralized and unified 
le ad e r sh ip , whe ther it be in indu s tr y an d national de f ence, or in 
fin ancia l and oth e r economic ma tters, o r in culture an d education. 
Otherw ise it will be impossible to m a teri a lize the Party 's general line 
or gener al ta s k for the trans ition period . Therefor e, it is of particu­
larly v ita l signifi cance to emphas ize and to adhe r e to the princ iple of 
the Party's centr alized and unified leader ship. 

T o ensure suc h leade r s hi p, it is imperative that the di sc ipline­
ins pection commissions at a ll leve ls oppose decentralism, see if any 
of the Party organi za ti ons or cadres has violated the Party Constitu ­
tion , disc ipline, policies o r dec isio ns o r s tate laws a nd decrees and , 
up on d iscovery of s uch vio lations, make timely and tr uthful r eports to 
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Party committees at the corresponding or higher levels for r e medial 
purposes. 

At the same time, on the basis of g iv ing fu ll p lay to democracy, 
practising criticism - espec ially criticism by the lower levels - and 

se lf-criticism, and strengthening the collective leaders hip of the Pa r ty 
and the ti es between the Party and the masses, we s hou ld enhance the 
unity of the Party and step up education in di sc ipline, so that the entire 
membership w ill be un ited as one and be able to ca r ry out, under 
the leadership of the Party Central Committee and Comrade Mao 
Zedong, the general line or general ta sk for the trans ition period. 

The major ta s ks mentioned above constitute the basic ones for 
the discipline-inspection commissions dur ing the trans ition period. 
They will indeed be the ir routine work for a considerably long period 
to come. In carrying out these tasks correctly, the discipline- inspec­
tion commiss ions at all leve ls must c losely integra te their dai ly work 
with the carrying out of the general line or general ta s k set forth for 
the tran s it ion pe r iod , a nd e nhance the ir understand ing of the stated 
policies in the course of their work . They must plan their main work 
in the light of the centr al tasks of the Party committees at correspond­
ing leve ls, concentrate the efforts of their personnel on closely examining 
how the Party organizations and cadres execute pol ic ies and observe 
disc ipline in fulfi lling such central tasks, and deal in good time with 
violat ions of Party discipl ine so as to help the Party as a whole to 
impro ve its work a nd facilitate the smooth implementation of the 
general line . So long as we ca r ry out these basic tasks co r rectly, we 
will be able to make o ur work of di scipline inspection a success and 
to he lp ensure the thorough implementation of the Party 's general line 
for the trans ition period. 

It is necessary to point out that the di scipline - inspection commis­
sions a r e confronted with heavy tasks whose fulfi lment will not be 
easy. On the one h a nd, o ur work of Party di sc ipline inspection is 
still weak; the related organizational s tructure leaves much to be 
de s ired and our cadres, inexperienced as they are , cannot yet mee t 
the requireme nts of the work. In addition, many n ew and comp lex 
s ituations and problems will arise. In the course of investigat ing and 
se ttling s pec ific cases, it is quite possib le that a small number of Party 
organizations and cadres will refuse to co-operate or even offer 
resistance, le st the s hortc omings and mi stakes in the ir ow n work 
shou ld be exposed . Of course, our Party has a uniform disc ipline. 
It never allows any " independent kingdom" to exist that defies P a r ty 
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di sc ipline. So long as we are mo d est and prudent, adhere to prin ­
ciples, seek truth from facts, keep contact w ith the masses, constantly 
strive to e nhance our ideo logical and pol it ical levels and professional 
compe tenc e and resolute ly grapple with all difficu lties, I am convince d 
that we can appropriate ly perform our tasks unde r the leaders hip of 
the Pa rty's Central Committee a nd committees at all other leve ls. 


