
Resolution of the CC on improving the work of newspapers 

Date: 1954-7-17  

(Adopted by the Political Bureau of the Central Committee on July 17, 1954) 

(One) 

The work of newspapers throughout the country has made great achievements in recent years, and 

has become a powerful weapon for the Party to propagate and implement the Party's line, principles 

and policies throughout the country, guide practical work, and connect with and educate the broad 

masses of the people in various struggles and construction undertakings. However, at present, the 

party spirit and ideological spirit of many newspapers are still not strong, the connection with reality 

and the masses is not close enough, the criticism and self-criticism in the newspapers have not been 

carried out regularly and sufficiently, some criticism is not serious and incorrect, the theoretical 

propaganda on Marxism-Leninism and the propaganda on the party's life are very weak, the 

economic propaganda in the newspapers has many shortcomings, and the propaganda on 

international issues has not paid enough attention. Most newspapers have very weak commentary 

work, and there are also serious shortcomings in news reporting that reflect the people's 

multifaceted activities, as well as formulaic, conceptual, slow, lengthy, and unpopular. These 

shortcomings are inseparable from the lack of regular leadership of party committees at all levels in 

newspaper work. 

At present, the basic task of the newspaper is to publicize the party's general line and the first five-

year plan for national building during the transitional period, to publicize the resolution adopted at 

the fourth plenary session of the Seventh Central Committee on strengthening the party's unity, and 

to unite, educate and organize the working class, all the working people and the people of the whole 

country to carry out socialist construction and socialist transformation. The whole party must 

strengthen its leadership, supervision, and support for newspaper work, conscientiously overcome 

the existing shortcomings in newspaper work, carry forward the achievements it has achieved, and 

enable party committees, organs, and other people's newspapers at all levels to play a major role in 

the new period of socialist construction and transformation. 

(two) 

In order to achieve the above basic tasks and overcome the existing shortcomings of newspaper 

work, it is necessary to focus on improving newspaper work from the following aspects: 

Strengthen theoretical publicity. Party committees at all levels must vigorously improve the level of 

theoretical propaganda in newspapers, so that party committee organs at all levels, especially those 

at or above the provincial and municipal levels, will further become an important base for 

propagating Marxism-Leninism, the party's general line, socialist thought, and party policies and 

resolutions, and will become an important weapon against all tendencies that deviate from Marxism-

Leninism and the party's general line and in the struggle against bourgeois ideology. Theoretical 

propaganda must be closely linked to practical problems and the ideological conditions of cadres and 

the masses, and attention should be paid to closely integrating it with the theoretical education of 

cadres. 

Strengthen the propaganda of the party's life. Party committees at all levels should set up or 

effectively strengthen the party's life groups in the editorial department. Party committees and 

organs must systematically explain major problems in the party's life, oppose the growing pride and 

complacency and bourgeois individualist ideology that are growing within the party, and oppose bad 



tendencies such as exaggerating the role of the individual, personality cult, undermining the party's 

principles of democratic centralism and collective leadership, lax party discipline, unsound party 

organizational life, democratic life within the party, and the lack of development of criticism and self-

criticism. strengthen the publicity of the party's political and organizational work to the broad masses 

of the people; strengthen the correct implementation of the party's political leadership in various 

constructions; Strengthen publicity on the party's leading role in the cause of national construction, 

the role of party organizations as a fortress, and the exemplary role of cadres and party members. 

Strengthen economic publicity. Party committees at all levels must regularly mobilize millions of 

people to carry out labor competitions and improve labor productivity through newspapers, strive to 

fully complete and exceed the first five-year plan for national construction in industry and 

agriculture, and gradually complete the socialist transformation of agriculture, handicrafts, and 

capitalist industry and commerce. In economic propaganda, we must have an overall concept of 

socialist industrialization as the main body, and pay due attention to propaganda for the 

development of industry and agriculture, transportation, financial and economic work, and trade 

work, as well as for the development of the national economy and local economy. Newspapers 

should actively support all the initiatives of the working class and the peasant masses (first of all, the 

peasants who have participated in mutual aid and cooperation organizations), and promote the 

typical experience and important achievements of advanced production units and advanced 

producers to the entire construction front. Advanced experience and production technologies of 

great value should be publicized from the perspective of their political and economic significance. We 

should often use practical examples to publicize the gradual improvement of people's lives, to show 

that this is the fundamental purpose of our country's development of production, and to show that 

we must obey the state plan, work hard, and develop production in order to further improve 

people's lives. Economic propaganda should generally account for no less than 40 percent of the 

newspaper page. Strict attention must be paid to confidentiality in economic propaganda. 

While strengthening economic propaganda, it is necessary to carry out regular propaganda around 

economic construction on consolidating the people's democratic dictatorship, consolidating the 

workers' and peasants' alliance, consolidating national defense, defending the security and 

independence of the motherland, raising revolutionary vigilance, strengthening national unity, and 

strengthening cultural and educational construction. 

Strengthen publicity on international issues. National newspapers should regularly publish various 

commentaries and commentaries on international issues, often explain our country's foreign policy, 

often introduce the life and construction achievements of the Soviet Union and the people's 

democracies, often expose the imperialist aggression and war conspiracies and their internal 

contradictions, support the international peace movement, support the just struggle of the 

oppressed nations and oppressed peoples, and regularly educate the broad masses of the people on 

internationalism. Local newspapers should provide regular and popular explanations of international 

issues. Xinhua News Agency should gradually provide local newspapers with popular articles 

explaining international issues. 

In order to meet the above requirements, the newspaper's commentary work must be strengthened. 

National newspapers should gradually publish comments on major domestic and international issues 

in accordance with the party's general line and various policy resolutions. In addition to reprinting 

important comments from the People's Daily, local newspapers should also gradually make correct 

comments on various important issues in local real life and local work. Newspapers at or above the 

provincial (municipal) level shall establish and strengthen literary and art criticism and book criticism. 



News coverage in newspapers must be seriously improved. It should report on the actual life of the 

people in an accurate, multifaceted, vivid and timely manner, and report on the implementation of 

the policies of the Party and the people's government and the specific achievements of various work, 

so that news reports can give full play to the role of political agitation based on facts. The newsletters 

issued by Xinhua News Agency should also be further improved in accordance with the above 

requirements. 

(three) 

Party committees at all levels must actively and extensively carry out criticism and self-criticism, 

especially from the bottom up, in accordance with the resolutions of the Fourth Plenary Session of 

the Seventh Central Committee, constantly carry forward the enthusiasm and creativity of the 

masses of the people, constantly expose and overcome the shortcomings and mistakes in the work of 

the party and the state, fight against all phenomena that sow discord and distort the party line, fight 

against all speech and actions that hinder the unified leadership of the Party Central Committee, and 

fight against the erosion of bourgeois ideology on the party, the working class and the working 

people , improve and promote work, defend the party's general line, defend the discipline of the 

party and the state, defend the unity of the party and the people. 

Newspapers are the sharpest weapon used by the party to carry out criticism and self-criticism. In 

order to carry out widespread criticism and self-criticism, party committees at all levels should make 

full and correct use of the newspaper as a powerful weapon. After the Central Committee's "Decision 

on Criticism and Self-Criticism in Newspapers and Periodicals" was issued on April 19, 1950, although 

the party committees and editorial offices of party newspapers in various places made some efforts 

in this regard and achieved certain results, most party committees and newspapers did not basically 

carry out this work well, but basically did not carry it out well. The main reasons are: the party 

committee has not done enough to lead and support the newspaper to carry out criticism and self-

criticism, there is serious pride and suppression of criticism among some party cadres, and there is a 

lack of "warm welcome and resolute protection of the revolutionary attitude" of criticism, especially 

the bottom-up criticism of the working people; Some of the criticisms published in newspapers have 

factual errors and inappropriate attitudes, and some newspapers have even tended to break away 

from the leadership of the party committee. The central government instructed the party 

committees and leaders of the editorial offices of party newspapers to conduct a serious inspection 

of the criticism and self-criticism carried out in newspapers in the past four years, adopt effective 

improvement measures, and report to the central government. Party committees at all levels should 

always pay attention to whether the newspaper has fully carried out criticism, whether the criticism 

is correct, and whether the cadres warmly welcome and resolutely protect the working people's 

bottom-up criticism as a measure of the party spirit of the newspaper, the democratic life within the 

party, and the strength of the leadership of the party committee. It is necessary to ensure that the 

organ newspapers of the party committee can regularly carry out correct and sound criticism and 

self-criticism; It is necessary to widely absorb the opinions of the people through newspapers and 

correctly handle people's letters. 

The purpose of criticism is to benefit the people's cause, the party's work and the party's unity, not 

to criticize for the sake of criticism. Party committees at all levels should be responsible for leading 

newspapers, requiring them to actively carry out criticism and self-criticism in the newspapers, and at 

the same time require that the criticism published in the newspaper be helpful to the party, the 

country, the people, the work, and the criticized. It is impossible to openly expose mistakes in 

newspapers, to carry out serious criticism and self-criticism, to completely avoid being used by the 

enemy. Now that our party has become the ruling party, it is completely wrong to refuse to openly 



criticize and self-criticize in the newspapers under the pretext of fear of being used by the enemy. At 

the same time, in view of the current international and domestic environment, it is necessary to 

make thoughtful considerations politically to publicly criticize and self-criticize in newspapers, so that 

the people gain more and the enemy can use less. Therefore, the party committee should often give 

specific instructions to the newspaper editorial department on carrying out criticism. Party 

committees and newspaper editorial departments should be good at distinguishing between correct 

criticism and destructive criticism, supporting correct criticism, and opposing destructive criticism. 

Party committees and newspaper editorial departments should also be good at distinguishing 

between criticism that should be published in newspapers and criticism that should only be made in 

party publications and documents. When criticizing in the newspaper, we should also distinguish 

between different situations and adopt different policies: not only should we criticize typical bad 

people and those who have made serious mistakes and insist on not correcting them, but we should 

also carry out a ruthless struggle and give them serious blows and due sanctions; As for comrades 

who have made shortcomings and mistakes of a general nature in their work, or who have made 

serious or relatively serious mistakes but are willing to correct and implement corrections, they 

should adopt a comradely attitude and criticize them, so that everyone can unite and eliminate these 

shortcomings and mistakes. 

In order to effectively ensure that criticism and self-criticism are carried out correctly, soundly, and 

fully in the newspaper, the newspaper editorial department must be actively responsible under the 

leadership of the party committee, and the facts of criticism published in the newspaper must be 

carefully investigated and studied, and the attitude and views of criticism must be correct. If the 

editorial department of the party newspaper and the party committee have different opinions, they 

have the right to report to the higher party committee or the organ of the higher party committee, 

except that the decision of the party committee must be implemented. Party committees at all levels 

should give active support to the work of newspaper editorial departments in all aspects, strengthen 

the organization of party committee organs, and instruct editorial departments to strive to 

strengthen and improve the party spirit and political level of newspaper editors and reporters. Party 

organizations at all levels and every party member have the responsibility to give honest and prompt 

answers to the fact-finding investigations conducted by the party committees and organs. 

Party committees at all levels should make newspaper criticism receive concrete results, and 

regularly educate party members, especially those who are criticized, to adopt a correct attitude 

towards criticism in newspapers. If the criticism in the newspaper is considered incorrect or partially 

untrue, it should be explained realistically, but for the correct part, even if it is only 5 percent, it must 

be accepted with an open mind. Those who are criticized do not accept correct criticism or refuse to 

correct their mistakes should continue to be criticized until they correct themselves; Anyone who 

retaliates against a critic or suppresses criticism should be punished as he deserves, no matter who 

he is or how high his position is. The party committee organ newspaper in the area where the critic is 

located must reprint the criticism manuscript of the higher-level party committee organ newspaper; 

The relevant party committees shall take measures to correct the shortcomings and mistakes 

revealed in the reports of the higher party committees. The discipline inspection commissions of 

party committees at all levels and the people's supervision organs of governments at all levels, under 

the unified leadership of party committees, should assist newspapers in carrying out criticism and 

self-criticism and ensure their practical results. 

(4) 

We must systematically improve the existing newspapers, so that they have their own distinctive 

characteristics, and run these newspapers well; And gradually create conditions to develop regular 



newspapers in medium-sized cities and counties, as well as grassroots newspapers in large and 

medium-sized factories. 

Newspapers targeting workers should strengthen communist education for the masses of workers 

and promote labor competitions, and trade union newspapers should also focus on propaganda on 

trade union building. Peasant newspapers should explain to the peasant masses the principles of 

socialist transformation of agriculture in popular terms and popularize agricultural production and 

scientific and health knowledge. The newspapers of the youth league should strengthen the 

education of patriotism and communism among the youth and youth masses, pay attention to the 

popularization of sports and health campaigns, give full play to the characteristics of youth and youth 

in various aspects, and strengthen publicity on the issue of youth league building. Newspapers should 

strengthen publicity on women's work. Workers' newspapers, peasants' newspapers, youth 

newspapers, and other newspapers and periodicals should regularly and systematically propagate 

the ideas of socialist industrialization, the workers' and peasants' alliance, and the party's leadership. 

Newspapers in ethnic minority areas should pay attention to publicizing the Party's ethnic policy, 

patriotism and national unity, and appropriately carry out propaganda on the Party's general line 

during the transition period in accordance with local characteristics. In all ethnic minority areas, 

newspapers in ethnic languages should be established wherever conditions permit. 

Local newspapers at all levels should closely integrate local conditions, implement the guidelines of 

party committees in local work, fully reflect the achievements of local construction and the activities 

of the masses, and at the same time should not neglect propaganda on national and international 

issues. Under normal circumstances, local materials should occupy more than one-half of the space 

in local newspapers, but not more than two-thirds. 

The establishment of newspapers in cities above secondary school and the newspapers of the 

prefectural party committee shall be approved by the provincial party committee and approved by 

the central government, and the establishment of county-level newspapers shall be approved by the 

provincial party committee and reported to the central government for the record. Grassroots 

production units, first of all, huge factories or enterprises to establish newspapers, must be approved 

by the provincial (municipal) party committee and reported to the central government for the record. 

The existing wall newspapers or blackboard newspapers in factories and rural areas should be 

carefully handled by the party branch leaders, youth leagues, and trade union organizations, and the 

workers' and peasants' correspondents of the newspapers should be around them. Its length should 

be full of mass production agitation, praise models, criticism, and struggle to improve the political 

and cultural level of the workers and peasants. 

Party committees at all levels should attach importance to leading the publishing and distribution of 

newspapers. The press and publication department of the government should strengthen the 

management of the publishing business of newspapers. All daily newspapers should be printed and 

issued in time at 6 a.m.; To this end, Xinhua News Agency should try its best to advance the 

publication time of important news and photos, so as to achieve the deadline for publication at 12 

o'clock every night. It is necessary to improve the distribution of newspapers, the procedures for 

subscribing to newspapers, the retail of newspapers in cities and transportation lines, and the 

delivery of newspapers to rural areas and factories must be improved by all means. The whole party 

should pay attention to the issuance of party newspapers as political work, but the masses must 

subscribe to newspapers completely voluntarily, and forced apportionment is strictly prohibited. The 

propaganda departments of party committees at all levels must strengthen supervision and 

inspection of distribution work. 



All organizations of the party, youth leagues, and trade unions should actively promote and make full 

use of the party committee newspapers and other people's newspapers to carry out regular mass 

political work. In factories and rural areas, party branches should lead and organize newspaper 

reading as one of the important methods of propaganda work. 

(v) 

Rectifying the work of newspaper editorial departments, improving the level of in-service news 

cadres, and strengthening the training and training of news cadres are one of the urgent and 

fundamental tasks for improving newspaper work. 

Party committees at all levels must urge the editor-in-chief and editorial committees of newspapers 

to regularly discuss the resolutions and instructions of the party and the government, strengthen the 

investigation and study of practical work and the ideological situation of the masses in all aspects, 

formulate regular and thematic propaganda plans of the editorial departments, strengthen collective 

leadership, and eliminate unplanned conditions in their work. Newspaper staff should strive to 

strengthen party spirit in the course of their work, conscientiously study all kinds of new knowledge, 

learn from the work experience of Soviet newspapers, further establish a work style of combining 

theory and practice, close contact with the masses, and criticism and self-criticism, pay attention to 

the purity and popularization of language and writing, and fight to eliminate errors in newspapers. 

It is necessary to earnestly strengthen the mass work of newspapers, conscientiously handle and 

make full use of readers' manuscripts and letters, carry out the workers' and peasants' 

correspondents campaign in a serious and planned manner on the basis of improving quality and 

overcoming formalism, and conscientiously organize authors and activists from all walks of life, 

especially advanced producers, experts and writers from all walks of life, to participate in newspaper 

work. Newspapers at the central level and organ newspapers of provincial (municipal) party 

committees shall gradually set up permanent reporters or reporter stations in various places as 

needed, and under the guidance of local party committees, they should have an in-depth 

understanding of important issues in the life of the party, the people's lives, and practical work in 

each locality, and organize authors and activists to lead workers' and peasants' correspondents to 

jointly accomplish the task of strengthening local life reporting. 

In order to strengthen the training and training of journalists, the central government instructed the 

Marxist-Leninist Institute to set up a journalism class responsible for training the editor-in-chief, 

deputy editor-in-chief, and editorial board members of the existing provincial (municipal) party 

committee newspapers, the editors-in-chief of the provincial peasants' newspapers, the party 

members and editorial leaders and reporters of newspapers above the provincial level, and the party 

members and cadres of the Xinhua News Agency, radio stations, and publishing organs with 

comparable conditions. Party schools, cadre training classes, and league schools at the provincial 

(municipal) party committee and above should also train the leading cadres of party members and 

leading cadres of provincial (municipal) newspapers, reporters and editors of provincial (municipal) 

newspapers, and party members and cadres of Xinhua News Agency, radio stations, and publishing 

organs with equivalent conditions, so as to improve their theoretical and political level. The editorial 

departments of all newspapers should pay attention to leading the theoretical, political and 

professional study of in-service cadres. 

Expand the number of students in the journalism departments of existing universities, and gradually 

enrich the cadres of newspapers, news agencies, radio stations, periodicals, and publishing organs at 

or above the provincial (municipal) level. The Central University for Nationalities and local schools for 

ethnic minority cadres shall be responsible for training ethnic minority journalists for newspapers, 



periodicals, publishing organs, radio stations, and news agencies published in ethnic minority 

languages. 

The journalism classes or elective journalism courses of the above-mentioned colleges and 

universities shall be taught and prepared by the responsible personnel of the party committee 

newspapers, news agencies and radio stations in the region where they are located. 

(6) 

The key to the decision to improve newspaper work is to strengthen the leadership of party 

committees at all levels over their own organ newspapers. Party committees at all levels should 

firmly hold their organ newspapers in their own hands and vigorously improve and enrich their 

organs politically and organizationally. 

Party committees at all levels should serve as one of the party committee members to serve as the 

actual editor-in-chief of the party newspaper at the same level. If it is temporarily difficult to select 

candidates, the comrades who are the current editor-in-chief of the party newspaper should be 

allowed to attend the standing committee meetings and plenary meetings of the party committee as 

a transitional measure. The party organ newspaper is directly led by one of the party secretaries and 

gives timely instructions on important issues. The party committee should discuss the work of the 

newspaper regularly, but should be careful not to interfere with the daily work of the editorial office 

in a cumbersome manner. On the one hand, the party committee should strictly supervise its own 

organ newspaper; On the other hand, efforts should be made to cultivate the independent work 

ability of newspaper editorial departments. 

The editor-in-chief, deputy editor-in-chief and editorial board members of each newspaper shall be 

appointed by the Party Committee at the same level and approved by the Party Committee at the 

higher level (the central level shall be directly appointed by the Central Committee); The editorial 

team leader and reporters must be appointed by the party committee at the same level and reported 

to the party committee at the higher level for the record. Party committees at all levels should 

strengthen education for the staff of their organ newspapers, rectify their ideological style and 

organization, and select a group of party members with strong party spirit and journalistic ability and 

politically reliable non-party cadres to strengthen the newspaper editorial department. The existing 

news cadres who are competent in their work should be fixed as much as possible. The work of 

adjusting cadres reported by party committees and organs at all levels should be completed no later 

than the first half of 1955. 

Meetings of all departments of the Party committee and the business departments of the 

government shall be attended by relevant cadres of the Party committee's organ newspapers and 

other newspapers. Party committees at all levels should instruct party committees and government 

departments to strengthen their assistance in the work of party newspapers; Lower-level party 

committees should actively participate in the work of higher-level party newspapers and guide the 

work of local reporters sent by higher-level party newspapers. All party comrades must actively 

participate in the work of the party newspaper and regard this work as their important political task. 

All provincial (municipal) party committees should establish and strengthen the work of the 

newspaper and periodical department of their respective propaganda departments. One of the 

regular methods of supervising and guiding the work of newspapers and periodicals is to make 

newspaper reviews and periodicals, and the central government instructs the People's Daily to 

publish newspaper reviews frequently, and gradually play the role of "newspapers of newspapers". 



The organ newspapers of the provincial (municipal) party committees should also regularly publish 

comments on lower-level newspapers. 

In addition to strengthening the leadership of their own newspapers, party committees at all levels 

should strengthen the leadership and supervision of Xinhua News Agency, radio stations, and other 

people's newspapers in accordance with the spirit of this resolution. 

 


