
Letter from the Soviet government delegation to Mao Zedong   

October 12, 1954   

At present, the Soviet Union is implementing a large-scale program for the development of virgin and 

fallow lands to significantly increase grain production and, on this basis, to develop all branches of 

agricultural production. Experience in the mass development of virgin lands has shown that the most 

effective way to carry out this work is through the organization of grain state farms.   

Considering that the People's Republic of China is beginning work on the development of virgin and 

fallow lands, and wishing to share the experience accumulated by the Soviet Union in this field, as a 

sign of the fraternal friendship between the Chinese and Soviet peoples, and in commemoration of 

the fifth anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China, we ask that the Chinese 

people accept, as a gift from the Soviet people, equipment and machinery necessary for the 

organization of a grain state farm with a cultivated area of 20,000 hectares.   

The following equipment is allocated for the grain state farm:   

- Tracked tractors: "S-80" – 30 units, "DT-54" – 64 units, "Belarus" row-crop tractors – 4 units   

- Grain harvesters – 100 units   

- Trucks – 30 units   

- Fuel tankers – 4 units   

- Fuel dispensers – 4 units   

- Mobile workshops – 2 units   

- Passenger cars – 9 units   

- Motorcycles with sidecars – 10 units   

- Single-axle trailers – 6 units   

- Two-axle trailers – 8 units   

- Tractor plows – 128 units   

- Tractor seeders for grain crops – 120 units   

- Cultivators and disc harrows – 100 units   

- Harrow plows – 1,600 units   

- Grain-cleaning machines – 16 units   

- Hay harvesting machines – 16 units   

- Various machine tools for equipping a repair workshop – 14 units   

- Electric welding equipment – 2 sets   

- Power station equipment (220 kW)   

- Radio stations of various types – 13 units   

- Telephone station (100 lines)   



- Mobile cinema unit   

To provide organizational and technical assistance in the construction and development of the grain 

state farm, we are prepared to send Soviet specialists to the People's Republic of China for the period 

of its establishment and the first year of production. These specialists will serve as advisors, including 

the state farm director, chief agronomist, chief mechanical engineer, head of the repair workshop, 

agronomists, mechanics for various departments, and the chief accountant of the grain state farm. 

Their role will be to ensure that Chinese personnel, appointed to lead the state farm, can, in the 

shortest possible time, master the technology and management system of a large grain-producing 

enterprise in cooperation with Soviet specialists.   

The Soviet Union will cover all expenses for the maintenance of these specialists.   

We express our hope that the establishment of such a grain state farm will help China's agriculture 

benefit from the Soviet Union's experience in developing virgin and fallow lands in the People's 

Republic of China and will further strengthen the friendship between the Soviet and Chinese peoples.   

Soviet Government Delegation   


