Instructions of the Central Committee on Handling Issues Involving Democratic Parties, Democratic
Figures, and Patriotic Elements in the Suppression of Counter-Revolutionaries

Date: March 1952

In the course of suppressing counter-revolutionaries, particularly during the registration of
reactionary parties and groups, many regions have encountered issues involving members of
democratic parties, democratic figures, and patriotic elements. Handling these issues well will not
only help implement the suppression of counter-revolutionaries but also consolidate the United
Front. If handled poorly, it can easily cause unnecessary fluctuations and increase obstacles in our
work. To handle these issues correctly, the following regulations are hereby established for
implementation in all localities:

I. Exemptions from Registration

The following personnel, even if they participated in reactionary parties or groups in the past, are not
required to register as members of reactionary parties or groups with the Public Security Bureau:

1. Current members of various democratic parties.
2. Non-party democratic figures.

3. Those who performed meritorious service during the People's Liberation movement (e.g.,
those who led armed uprisings or successful defections).

4. Current personnel in military units that defected to the People's Liberation Army.

5. Those who have publicly published manifestos or statements in newspapers (e.g., the 44
members of the "bogus" Legislative Yuan, Li Ji of the Trotskyites, etc.).

6. Retained personnel in government agencies, public enterprises, public schools, and other
public institutions. Those who have already filled out registration forms with their respective
administrative departments do not need to register again. Those who have not yet registered
shall be organized by their administrative departments to fill out forms, which shall then be
reported to public security organs. Those who intentionally conceal information may be
summoned and investigated by public security organs.

II. Investigative Procedures for Suspects

Regarding all suspects of counter-revolutionary activity among democratic parties and democratic
figures, reconnaissance work should be strengthened. Punishment should only be meted out
according to the law after obtaining sufficient evidence. Therefore, for spies or other political
counter-revolutionaries who have infiltrated democratic parties, the issue should be resolved
through investigation and evidence gathering rather than through the method of "spy registration."

[ll. Handling Major Crimes vs. The United Front

For "local despots" or other counter-revolutionaries who have committed serious crimes and are
hated by the masses: if evidence is conclusive and they have no significant merits, they should be
punished according to the law even if they are democratic party members, democratic figures, or
patriotic elements. This addresses the demands of the masses.

However, public security organs must coordinate with United Front Work departments beforehand.
This includes:



e Timely notification of the relevant democratic party.

e Inviting leaders of the relevant democratic party to be informed of the matter.
e Publicizing the evidence of the crimes.

e Consulting them for their opinions on how to handle such individuals.

If the crime is minor and the masses can be persuaded, the United Front should be taken into
consideration. After necessary criticism and education, the sentence may be lightened or waived
depending on specific circumstances.

IV. Treatment of Family and Friends
Regarding counter-revolutionaries among the family members or relatives of democratic figures:
e In principle, they should be handled according to the law.
e Members of reactionary parties/groups among them must register according to regulations.

e If the crime is minor, public opinion is not strong, and a democratic party leader or figure
intercedes on their behalf, we may proactively grant a favor and treat the case with leniency.

V. Coordination and Education

Public Security and United Front Work departments must cooperate closely in handling the above
issues. Every case must be handled in a way that is thoroughly convincing, placing us in an active,
principled, and advantageous position. Furthermore, this work should be used to educate democratic
figures and members, helping them increase their political vigilance.

VI. Approval Hierarchy
In handling the aforementioned cases, the following approval levels apply:
e General members of democratic parties: Approval by the Prefectural Committee.

¢ Nationally/Regionally known figures within a single county: Approval by the Provincial
Committee.

e Provincial-level leading cadres of democratic parties or figures known throughout a province:
Approval by the Central Bureau (Regional).

e Central Committee members of democratic parties, high-ranking officials, or those with
significant social status and influence: Must request approval from the Central Committee.

Source: Extracted from Selected Documents on Organizational Work, reprinted in Selected Policies on
Cadre Screening by the Cadre Screening Office of the Political Department of the Ministry of
Railways, September 1982.



