
1951 Meetings 

Dates of Meeting: 
28-03-1951 – 09-04-1951  
Type of Meeting:  
1st national organizational work conference  
Attendance: 
Liu Shaoqi (An Ziwen) presided over this meeting. 490 delegates coming from the provinces, 
municipalities, and autonomous regions, departments directly under the central authorities, 
organs of the civilian organizations in the nation, and the People’s Liberation Army.  
The Presidium comprised twenty-one people, namely, Liu Shaoqi, Zhou Enlai, Chen Yun, Peng Zhen, 
Wang Jiaxiang, Lu Dingyi, Li Lisan, Cai Chang, Wang Congwu, Li Weihan, Feng Wenbin, Xiao Hua, 
Ma Wenrui, Liu Xiufeng, Yu Jiangzhen, Hu Lijiao, Qian Ying, Chen Bocun, Zeng San, Jia 
Zhcn, and An Ziwen. 

Organized by CC 
Major Agenda Items: 
Party rectification  
Speeches and Reports:  
Liu Shaoqi: “Report to the Chinese Communist Party's First National Organization Work Conference” 
March 28, 1951: 
The Chinese revolution has been led by the proletariat and the semi proletariat; the xian party 
committee should dispatch people to the villages twice a year if there is not time to do so, they may go 
to the cities.  
`The urban working class and the rural semi-working class, through the Communist Party and under 
its leadership, staged the revolution, overthrowing Chiang Kai-shek and completing agrarian reform.'' 
"the Organization Department's draft plan on the cadre management system calls for cadres filling the 
most important positions to be managed by the Central Committee, which should also consult local 
party organs. Management of second ranking positions should be shared by the central bureaus, the 
central branch bureaus, and provincial and prefectural party committees, in consultation with local 
party organs. Lesser positions should be managed by county and city party committees." 
” Strive to set higher requirement for communist party members” "firmly establish the 
new-democratic social order"  
Socialism referred to the abolition of private ownership; however, private ownership should not be 
abolished in most cases during the New Democratic stage. He maintained that to "firmly solidify the 
New Democratic order" was the immediate task. This policy line was then written up in the resolution 
passed at the Conference 
Liu Shaoqi: "Strive to Set Higher Requirement for Communist Party Members,", April, 1951: 
expounding in detail on and proving the ruling party's need to raise the requirements for party 
members, to enforce stricter party membership application procedures, to strengthen education in 
communism, and to purify party organizations. He personally drew up eight conditions for Communist 
Party members and made them definite requirements and contents of education for party members. 
Eight requirements for CCP membership (March 1951) 
Beijing RED FLAG No 24, 16 Dec 85 pp 3-4 [Article by Liu Shaoqi] 
 1. The CPC is a party of the Chinese working class and is also the advanced part of the working 
class. The Chinese revolution was led by the working class in the past, and will continue to need the 
leadership of the working class even more in the future. The working class will develop in the 
future and will become the majority in our country's population. Peasants will become workers after 
they use machines for plowing. Eventually, the entire Chinese people will become workers. (Our party 
has always relied on the proletariat and semi proletariat.) All our party members must admit this point. 
 
2.The final aim of the CPC is to realize the communist system in China. At present the CPC is fighting 
to consolidate the new democracy system. In the future, the CPC will be fighting for the transformation 
to the socialist system. And finally, the CPC will fight for the realization of the communist system. (The 
main points concerning the new democracy system, socialist system, and communist system are to be 
explained in a separate article. The new democracy revolution, generally speaking, does not destroy 
the system of private ownership, whereas the socialist revolution will first destroy the 
system of private ownership in industry and then destroy the system of private ownership in 
agriculture. When organizing collective farms in rural areas, we can only depend on the working class 
and the poor peasants and farm laborers, not the ordinary peasants. We can only unite the peasants.) 
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All the party members must be determined to fight continuously for the realization of these goals of 
our party. 
 
3.So, if one wants to become a CPC member, one must carry out the revolutionary struggle all of 
one's life. If one stops fighting while the revolutionary struggle is in progress, one can no longer be a 
party member. This kind of revolutionary struggle consists of political, economic, and ideological 
struggles, and it also requires us to carry out armed struggle against the armed intervention of 
imperialism. (However, this does not mean that we must be soldiers for all our lives.) 
 
4.All CPC members must carry out revolutionary struggle under the unified leadership of the party. So 
all party members must carry out the policies and resolutions of the party, actively take part in the 
revolutionary movements led by the party, strictly observe the party's discipline, and struggle against 
all phenomena, inside and outside the party, which are harmful to the interests of the party; 
otherwise they cannot be CPC members. 
 
5. All party members must first consider the public interests of the broad masses of the people 
and the interests of the party rather than their private interests. Those who are selfish and unwilling 
to sacrifice themselves for the people cannot be party members. (The mutual aid teams, mutual aid 
associations, and cooperatives in the rural areas are one of the forms of the socialist economy and 
belong to semi socialism. To dare to sacrifice one's own interests and work hard for the 
cooperatives is socialism. The production emulation drive among the state-owned factories belongs 
to socialism, too.) " 

6.In revolutionary struggle, all the party members must be courageous and resolute, must not flinch 
from any serious or difficult environment, must never surrender themselves to the enemy, and must 
never betray the party and communism; otherwise, they cannot be party members. 

(Explanatory note: When the eight requirements for party membership were written into "The 
Resolution on Rectifying the Grass-Roots Party Organizations" passed by the first National 
Conference on CPC Organization Work, the contents of this item were written into item No 3 of the 
resolution. The contents of item No 3 of the resolution are; "Every party member must be determined 
to bravely carry out revolutionary struggle for all his life, must not flinch under any circumstances, 
must not betray the party, and must not surrender himself to the enemy. If a party member stops 
fighting while the revolutionary struggle is still in progress, he can no longer be a party member. The 
contents of item No 6 of the resolution were changed to: 
"Every party member should often examine the mistakes and shortcomings in his own work through 
criticism and self-criticism and correct them in time. If a party member has made serious mistakes but 
is still unwilling to correct them, still wants to claim credit for himself, continues to be arrogant and 
self- important, and still sticks to his mistakes, he cannot be a party member.") 

7.All party members must serve the people, help to establish a good relationship between the party 
and the people, do one more piece of social service work assigned by the party organizations or party 
branches. Those failing to do this cannot be party members. 

8.In order to meet the above-mentioned requirements, all the party members must study hard so as to 
know more about Marxism, Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought and raise their own consciousness. One 
who does not study hard cannot become a good party member. 

(This manuscript is part of the report outline that was prepared for the first National Conference on 
CPC Organization Work. On 28 March, Liu Shaoqi 
 
 
Chen Yun: “Main points for financial and economic work in 1951,” April 4, 1951: 
discusses exchanges between urban and rural areas; increase agricultural production; economic 
accounting; implement measures to suit local conditions under the principle of unified management; 
rectify the ranks of financial and economic workers. 
“Why we should put the interchange in the first place? Because we received a tattered old China, an 
economy mainly agricultural. The so-called interchange of urban and rural products is, first, to take the 
agricultural and local products from farmers, then sell urban industrial products to farmers. The 
interchange benefits to farmers, urban 
industry and commerce, and also the state … taking the total grain yield last year as 240 billion catties, 
the revenue of local products is about 24 billion catties of grain. Last year the tax grain was about 22 
billion catties. If we help farmers to sell their local products, their income will be the same as the tax 
grain. If the local products cannot be sold while they pay the tax grain, farmers will be in trouble. We 
must make effort to help farmers to sell their local products.” 
“The most important thing for local product sales promotion is transportation. Under present 
conditions, transportation should fully use the backward tool. Because there are too few cars in China, 
motor transport 
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cannot meet the requirement for interchange between urban and rural products. In the North, 
transportation by large carts surpasses transportation by cars, and in the South transportation by 
wooden boats surpasses that by steamboats … so we should still pay attention to and organize 
transportation by backward tools.” 
 
“the majority of our cadres worked in rural areas for a long time and they have very little economic 
knowledge.” “We are politicians, strategists, but not entrepreneurs.” “Our economic cadres are still 
layman, compared with ordinary capitalists,” He gave an example saying that when it was snowing, 
the cargo actually sent was a shirt, and that to choose a location for building warehouses in the same 
way as constructing a defence position in war, 
made the warehouses collapse after rain. “We depend upon the state institution to manage the 
economy. If according to true economic principles, we will lose money in every business.” Therefore, 
because of lacking knowledge and experience in economic management, they managed the economy 
still depending upon military theory and practice which they were used to in the protracted war and 
which was correct and suitable for the Chinese condition and successful proved by the long-term war 
Other Decisions and/or Actions:  

• Passed "Resolution on the Rearrangement of the primary Organizations of the Party" on tidying 
up the party's basic-level organization. The conference drew up plans for a three-year 
campaign, to be conducted in rural areas mainly during the slack farming seasons, and set as 
a goal the removal of some 10 percent of the Party's more backward members.  

• posed eight criteria for party membership to tighten the standards set in the 1945 Party 
constitution 

• the resolution passed at the Conference was in line with Liu’s views on new democracy 
 

 
Remarks: 

1. Both resolution and eight criteria were written by Liu Shaoqi  
2. This conference played a key role in launching a rectification of basic-level party units, 

especially in the countryside, during the following three years  
3. Liu said the party at this time consisted of 5.8 million members and 250,000 basic organs  

 


