1953

Speeches/Documents

Title: Telegram to the USSR
Author: Mao Zedong
Date: September 15,
1953

Source:. Writings of Mao Zedong pg 294-396

Description:.

Chairman, The Council of Ministers, The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Comrade Malenkov:
At a session on September 15, 1953, the Central People's Government Council of the People's
Republic of China heard with satisfaction the report made by Comrade Li Fuchun,
representative of the Delegation of the Government of the People's Republic of China,
regarding its negotiations with the government of the Soviet Union over the issue of the
Soviet government's aid to China's economic construction. The Central People's Government
Council unanimously feels that since the great Soviet government has agreed to
systematically lend economic and technical aid to China in the construction and renovation of
its ninety-one new enterprises and in the fifty enterprises now under construction and
renovation, the Chinese people will, with their efforts to learn from the advanced experience
and latest technical achievements of the Soviet Union, be able to gradually build up their own
powerful heavy industry. This plays an extremely significant role in China's industrialization
in its gradual transition to socialism, and in the strengthening of the camp of peace and
democracy headed by the Soviet Union.
In a single negotiation session, the two countries reached a solution on the issue of the
construction of ninety-one enterprises and solved the problem of long-term aid. This is an
unprecedented event in history, fully manifesting the truth of the statement made by the great
Stalin: "The experience of this cooperation shows that not a single capitalist country could
have rendered such genuine and technically refined and advanced assistance to the People's
Democracies 1 as the Soviet Union is rendering them. The point is not only that this assistance
is [rendered at] the cheapest rate possible but is technically first-rate. What is of primary
importance is that at the base of this cooperation there lies a sincere desire to help one another
and to seek common economic progress."
In the course of negotiations, the Soviet government, based on the more than thirty years of
rich experience in its great socialist construction, has offered to us various proposals, either in
principle or in concrete terms, with regard to the tasks set out in China's five-year plan. 2
These proposals will help us avoid as many mistakes and detours as possible in the course of
China's economic construction.
On behalf of the Chinese government and the Chinese people, I extend my heartfelt gratitude
to the government and people of the Soviet Union for this great, comprehensive, long-term,
and unselfish aid. The Chinese government and people are willing to devote their unflagging
efforts to strengthening the economic cooperation and friendly alliance between the Soviet
Union and China so as to facilitate our common struggle for the cause of world peace.
(Signed as Chairman of CPG of PRC, dated, in Beijing)

Notes
1 See text Sept. 21, 1949, note 4.
2 See text Feb. 10, 1953, note 2.

