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Our conference has been a success, and Premier Chou has made a fine summing-up.
It is now clear that since the movements against the "three evils" and the "five evils" two kinds
of mistake which are different in nature have been found in the Party. One kind is of an
ordinary nature, for instance, the "five excesses", mistakes which anyone can make and which
may crop up at any time; the "five excesses" may also turn into the "five deficiencies". The
other kind is mistakes of principle, such as the tendency towards capitalism. This kind is a
reflection of bourgeois ideas within the Party and a matter of stand that is contrary to MarxismLeninism.
The movements against the "three evils" and the "five evils" dealt heavy blows to bourgeois
ideas inside the Party. But at the time only bourgeois ideas related to corruption and waste
got a good thrashing, while those manifesting themselves in questions concerning the Party
line were not dealt with. The latter are to be found not only in our financial and economic work
but also in political and judicial, cultural and educational and other fields, and among
comrades in the localities as well as at the national level.
Mistakes in our financial and economic work have been severely criticized ever since last
December when Comrade Po I-po came out with his new tax system entailing "equality
between public and private enterprises" [1] and also at the present conference. That system,
if allowed to develop, would have led inevitably to capitalism, in contravention of MarxismLeninism and the Party's general line for the transition period.
What will the transition period lead to, socialism or capitalism? The Party's general line
prescribes transition to socialism. This requires a period of struggle of considerable length.
Unlike that of Chang Tzu-shan, [2] the mistake made in the new tax system involves a
question of ideology and a departure from the Party's general line. We must unfold a struggle
in the Party against bourgeois ideas. Ideologically, the Party membership falls into three
categories: some comrades are firm and unwavering and are Marxist-Leninist in their thinking;
quite a number are essentially Marxist-Leninist but infected with non-Marxist-Leninist ideas;
and a small number are no good, their thinking is non-Marxist-Leninist. In criticizing Po I-po's
erroneous ideas, some say his mistake stems from petty-bourgeois individualism; that's not
quite right. He should be criticized mainly for his bourgeois ideas, which are favourable to
capitalism and harmful to socialism. Only such criticism is correct. "Left" opportunist mistakes,

as we said before, are a reflection of petty-bourgeois fanaticism within the Party; they
occurred in times when we broke with the bourgeoisie. On the three occasions when we have
co-operated with the bourgeoisie, namely, in the first period of co-operation between the
Kuomintang and the Communist Party, in the period of the War of Resistance Against Japan
and in the present period, it has been bourgeois ideology that has influenced a number of
people in the Party, and they have vacillated. That was how Po I-po came to make his
mistake.
Po I-po's mistake is not an isolated case. Such mistakes are found not only at the national
level but also at those of the greater administrative areas and the provinces and
municipalities. Each greater administrative area, each province and municipality, should call a
meeting to review its work in the light of the resolution of the Second Plenary Session of the
Seventh Central Committee and of the summing-up of the present conference, so as to
educate the cadres.
Recently I made a trip to Wuhan and Nanking and learned a lot, which was very helpful.
Practically nothing comes to my ear in Peking, and therefore I shall go on tour from time to
time. The central leading organ is a factory which turns out ideas as its products. If it does not
know what is going on at the lower levels, gets no raw material or has no semi-processed
products to work on, how can it turn out any products? Sometimes finished products are
turned out by the localities, and the central leading organ need only popularize them
throughout the country. For instance, take the movements against the old and new "three
evils". [3] Both were initiated in the localities. The departments under the central authorities
issue directives arbitrarily. The products from these departments ought to be top grade, but
actually they are inferior in quality and there are large numbers of completely worthless
rejects. Leading organs in the greater administrative areas and the provinces and
municipalities are local factories for turning out ideas, and their products should be top grade
too.
Po I-po's mistake is a manifestation of bourgeois ideas. It benefits capitalism and harms
socialism and semi-socialism and runs counter to the resolution of the Second Plenary
Session of the Seventh Central Committee.
On whom should we rely? On the working class, or on the bourgeoisie? The resolution of the
Second Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee made it clear long ago: "We must
wholeheartedly rely on the working class." The resolution also says that in the rehabilitation
and development of production the following must be the rule: the production of state industry
comes first, that of private industry second and handicraft production third. The emphasis is
on industry, and first of all on heavy industry, which is owned by the state. Of the five sectors
of our present-day economy, the state-owned economy is the leading sector. Capitalist
industry and commerce must be gradually guided towards state capitalism.

The resolution of the Second Plenary Session says that the livelihood of the workers and
other working people is to improve on the basis of increased production. People with
bourgeois ideas pay no attention to this point, and Po I-po is typical in this respect. We must
lay emphasis on the development of production, but consideration must be given to both the
development of production and the improvement of the people's livelihood. Something must
be done for their material well-being, but neither too much nor nothing at all. At present there
are quite a few cadres who ignore the people's livelihood and couldn't care less about their
sufferings. There was a regiment in Kweichow Province which occupied large tracts of
peasant farmland. That was a serious encroachment on the people's interests. It is wrong to
ignore the people's livelihood, but the emphasis must be laid on production and construction.
The question of utilizing, restricting and transforming the capitalist sector of the economy was
also made quite clear at the Second Plenary Session. The resolution it adopted says that the
private capitalist economy must not be allowed to expand uncurbed but should be restricted
from several directions -- in the scope of its operations, by tax policy and by market prices and
working conditions. The relationship of the socialist economy to the capitalist economy is that
of the leader to the led. Restriction versus opposition to restriction is the main form of class
struggle in the new-democratic state. Now the new tax system talks about "equality between
public and private enterprises"; that is at variance with the line which makes the state-owned
economy the leading sector.
As for the co-operative transformation of individual farming and handicrafts, the resolution of
the Second Plenary Session puts it clearly:
Such co-operatives are collective economic organizations of the working people, based on
private ownership and under the direction of the state power led by the proletariat. The fact
that the Chinese people are culturally backward and have no tradition in organizing cooperatives makes it quite difficult for us to promote and develop the co-operative movement,
but co-operatives can and must be organized and they must be promoted and developed. If
we had only a state-owned economy and no co-operative economy, it would be impossible for
us to lead the individual economy of the working people step by step towards collectivization,
impossible to develop from the new-democratic state to the socialist state of the future and
impossible to consolidate the leadership of the proletariat in the state power.
This resolution was adopted in March 1949, but quite a few comrades have failed to take note
of it and what is no longer news strikes them as novel. In his article "Strengthen the Party's
Political Work in the Rural Areas", Po I-po said that the individual peasants' road to
collectivization through mutual aid and co-operation "is sheer fantasy, because the present
mutual-aid teams, based as they are on the individual economy, cannot develop gradually into
collective farms, still less can such a road lead to the collectivization of agriculture as a
whole". This runs counter to the Party's resolution.

There are now two united fronts, two alliances. One is the alliance of the working class and
the peasants; this is the foundation. The other is the alliance of the working class and the
national bourgeoisie. As the peasants are labourers and not exploiters, the alliance of the
working class and the peasants is a long-term one. Nevertheless, there are contradictions
between the working class and the peasants. We should guide the peasants step by step from
individual ownership to collective ownership in accordance with the voluntary principle. In the
future there will also be contradictions, between state ownership and collective ownership.
These contradictions are all non-antagonistic. On the other hand, the contradictions between
the working class and the bourgeoisie are antagonistic.
The bourgeoisie is sure to corrode people and aim its sugar-coated bullets at them. Its sugarcoated bullets are of two kinds, material and spiritual. A spiritual one hit its target, Po I-po. He
made his mistake because he succumbed to the influence of bourgeois ideas. The editorial
preaching the new tax system was applauded by the bourgeoisie, and Po I-po was pleased.
Before the new tax system was initiated, he solicited suggestions from the bourgeoisie and
reached a gentleman's agreement with them, but he failed to report to the Central Committee.
The Ministry of Commerce and the Federation of Supply and Marketing Co-operatives
objected at the time, and the Ministry of Light Industry was dissatisfied too. Of the 1,100,000
cadres and employees working in the financial, economic and trade fields, the overwhelming
majority are good and only a small number are not. Those who are not fall into two categories:
counter-revolutionaries, who should be weeded out; and revolutionaries, including Party
members and non-Party personnel, who have made mistakes and who should therefore be
remoulded through criticism and education.
To ensure the triumph of the cause of socialism, we must combat erroneous Right opportunist
tendencies, that is, bourgeois ideas, throughout the Party, and first of all in the leading bodies
of the Party, government, army and mass organizations at the national level and at those of
the greater administrative areas and the provinces and municipalities. The greater
administrative areas and the provinces and municipalities should call meetings in due time
with the participation of secretaries of prefectural Party committees and commissioners of
prefectures [4] to unfold criticism and discussion and to clarify the question of the socialist
road versus the capitalist road.
To ensure the triumph of the cause of socialism, we must exercise collective leadership and
oppose decentralism and subjectivism.
At present we must combat subjectivism, not only in the form of rash advance but also in the
form of conservatism. In the days of the new-democratic revolution both Right and "Left"
subjectivist mistakes occurred. Chen Tu-hsiu and Chang Kuo-tao made Right mistakes and
Wang Ming first "Left" mistakes and then Right ones. The rectification movement in Yenan
concentrated its efforts on combating dogmatism and opposed empiricism in passing. Both

dogmatism and empiricism are forms of subjectivism. No revolution can triumph unless theory
is integrated with practice. The problem was solved in that rectification movement. We were
right in adopting the policy of learning from past mistakes to avoid future ones and curing the
sickness to save the patient. This time the unrelenting and thoroughgoing criticism of Po I-po
is designed to help those who have erred correct their mistakes and to ensure the victorious
advance of socialism. In the present period of the socialist revolution subjectivism is still in
evidence. Rash advance and conservatism both disregard the actual state of affairs, both are
subjectivist. The revolution and construction cannot succeed unless subjectivism is overcome.
In the days of the democratic revolution rectification served to correct the error of subjectivism
and in consequence the whole Party was united, including both the comrades who had
adhered to the correct line and those who had made mistakes. From Yenan they set out for
different war theatres, and the whole Party, pulling its weight as one man, went on to win
nation-wide victory. Today, the cadres are more mature and their political level is higher, and it
is hoped that it will not take long for them basically to overcome subjectivism in their task of
leadership and bring the subjective into correspondence with the objective through their
efforts.
The solution of all these problems hinges on strengthening collective leadership and opposing
decentralism. We have all along opposed decentralism. The directive issued by the Central
Committee to its bureaus and the army commanders on February 2, 1941 stipulated that all
circular telegrams, declarations and inner-Party directives bearing on the country as a whole
must have the prior approval of the Central Committee. In May, the Central Committee issued
a directive calling for unified external propaganda by the various base areas. On July 1 of the
same year, on the twentieth anniversary of the founding of the Party, the Central Committee
issued its decision on strengthening Party spirit with the emphasis on combating decentralism.
In 1948 the Central Committee issued more directives to the same effect. It issued a directive
on setting up a system of reports on January 7 and a supplementary directive in March. The
Political Bureau met in September and adopted a resolution on rules governing reports to and
requests for instructions from the Central Committee. On September 20, the Central
Committee made a decision on strengthening the Party committee system. On March 10,
1953 the Central Committee adopted a decision on strengthening its leadership over the work
of the government in order to avert the danger of government departments drifting away from
its leadership.
Centralization and decentralization are in constant contradiction with each other. Decentralism
has grown since we moved into the cities. To resolve this contradiction all the principal and
important issues must first be discussed and decided on by the Party committee before its
decisions are referred to the government for implementation. For instance, such important
decisions as the erection of the Monument to the Heroes of the People in Tien An Men
Square and the demolition of Peking's city walls were made by the Central Committee and
carried out by the government. Matters of secondary importance can be left to the leading

Party groups in government departments. It just won't do for the Central Committee to
monopolize everything. Combating decentralism will win maximum popular approval because
most comrades in the Party care about collective leadership. Party members fall into three
categories in their attitude towards collective leadership. Those in the first category care about
collective leadership. Those in the second do not care so much, maintaining that the Party
committees had better leave them alone, but they don't mind being supervised. "Better leave
me alone" reveals a lack of Party spirit, while "don't mind being supervised" shows some
measure of Party spirit. We must seize on this "don't mind being supervised" and help such
comrades by education and persuasion to overcome their lack of Party spirit. Otherwise, each
ministry would go its own way and the Central Committee could not supervise the ministries,
the ministers could not supervise the department and bureau heads, and the division heads
could not supervise the section chiefs -- no one, in short, could supervise anyone. In
consequence, independent kingdoms would proliferate and hundreds of feudal princes would
emerge. Those in the third category are only a handful. They flatly reject collective leadership
and always prefer to be left alone. The decision on strengthening Party spirit puts the stress
on the strict observance of discipline under democratic centralism, in other words, the minority
is subordinate to the majority, the individual to the organization, the lower level to the higher
level and the entire Party to the Central Committee (a case of subordinating the majority to the
minority, as this minority represents the majority). Opinions are welcome, but to undermine
Party unity would be a most shameful thing. It is reliance on the political experience and
wisdom of the collective that can guarantee the correct leadership of the Party and the state
and the unshakable unity of the ranks of the Party.
At this conference Liu Shao-chi said he had made mistakes of a sort, and Comrade Teng
Hsiao-ping said he too had made some mistakes. Whoever makes a mistake must make a
self-criticism, and everybody without exception must put himself under the Party's supervision
and the leadership of Party committees at various levels. This is a prime requirement for
fulfilling the Party's tasks. Throughout the country there are quite a number of people who
thrive on anarchy, and Po I-po is one such person. To some extent he has been corrupted
both politically and ideologically and it is absolutely necessary to criticize him.
One final point. We must foster modesty, willingness to learn and perseverance.
We must have perseverance. In the war to resist U.S. aggression and aid Korea, for instance,
we hit U.S. imperialism where it hurt and struck fear into its heart. This was an asset, an
important factor, in our country's construction. What was of the utmost importance was that
our armed forces were thus steeled, the fighters displaying velour and the commanders
resourcefulness. True, we suffered casualties and incurred a cost; we paid a price. But we
had absolutely no fear of sacrifice; once we set our mind on doing something, we saw it
through. When Hu Tsung-nan attacked the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Region, we did not

pull out although we had only one county seat left, and we thought nothing of it when we had
to live on the leaves of the trees. This is the kind of fortitude we must have.
We must study and must not become conceited or look down on others. Goose eggs don't
think much of chicken eggs and the ferrous metals don't think much of rare metals -- such a
disdainful attitude is not scientific. Although China is a big country and ours is a big Party,
there is no reason to look down on small countries or small parties. We must always be ready
to learn from the people of fraternal countries and maintain a genuine internationalist spirit. In
our foreign trade some people are arrogant and overweening, and this is wrong. Education
must be conducted in the whole Party, and particularly among people working abroad. We
must study hard and work hard so as basically to accomplish socialist industrialization and
socialist transformation in fifteen years or a little longer. By then our country will have become
strong, yet wee should still be modest and should always be ready to learn.
There are several regulations which were adopted at the Second Plenary Session of the
Seventh Central Committee but not written into its resolution. The first is a ban on birthday
celebrations. Birthday celebrations don't beget longevity. The important thing is to do our work
well. The second is a ban on gifts, at least in the Party. The third is to keep toasts to a
minimum. Toasts may be allowed on certain occasions. The fourth is to keep applause to a
minimum. There should be no ban and no pouring of cold water on the masses who applaud
out of enthusiasm. The fifth is a ban on naming places after persons. The sixth is a ban on
placing Chinese comrades on a par with Marx, Engels, Lenin or Stalin. Our relationship to
them is one of pupils to teachers and that is how it should be. Observance of these
regulations is true modesty.
In short, we must remain modest, be willing to learn, retain our perseverance and adhere to
the system of collective leadership so as to achieve socialist transformation and attain victory
for socialism.
NOTES
1. This new tax system was introduced in December 1952 and put into effect in January 1953.
Though nominally entailing "equality between public and private enterprises", in reality it
lightened the tax burdens on private industrial and commercial enterprises and increased
those on state and co-operative enterprises, thus serving the interests of the capitalists at the
expense of the latter. Soon after Comrade Mao Tsetung made his criticism, this error was
corrected.
2. Chang Tzu-shan was at one time secretary of the Tientsin Prefectural Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party. Corroded by the bourgeoisie, he degenerated and became a big
embezzler and was sentenced to death during the movement against the "three evils".

3. The movement against the old "three evils" was the struggle launched in 1951 against
corruption, waste and bureaucracy. The movement against the new "three evils" was the
struggle launched in 1953 against bureaucracy, commandism and violations of the law and of
discipline.
4. These commissioners were the administrative heads of the commissioners' offices which
were agencies of the provincial and autonomous region people's councils and had jurisdiction
over several counties.
The Writings of Mao Zedong, 1949-1976. Contributors: Michael Y. M. Kau - editor, John K. Leung editor, Tse-tung Mao - author. Publisher: M. E. Sharpe. Place of Publication: Armonk, NY. Publication
Year: 1986. Page Number: 363.
Source: Xuanji, V, pp. 90-97. Available English Translation: SW, V, pp. 103-111.
This speech was given at the National Conference on Financial and Economic Work, held, according
to K. Lieberthal ( 1976), p. 59, from June 13 to Aug. 11, 1953. In a speech to the Conference of
People from All Circles in Shanghai in July 1957, Mao indicated that the "General Line for the
Transition to Socialism" was set forth at this conference. For more on the subject of the general line,
which is discussed repeatedly here, see text June 15, 1953, note 1.
Although the main focus of this document is the economic and political consequences of relying on
incorrect ideology in developing policies, it is also important as a benchmark in the development of
Mao's thought during the post-Liberation period. As in other documents of these early post-Liberation
years, Mao continued to rely both on an unspecific notion of socialism and the various transitions
associated with such a notion and on the Soviet model of development, particularly regarding the role
of heavy industry.
However, this document is also important for the hints it gives about Mao's future development. It is
one of the earliest indicators of Mao's increasing focus on the importance of ownership systems in the
transition period. Moreover, in his characteristic analysis of class alliances and the importance of the
long-term alliance of the working class with the peasantry, Mao brings up the notion of antagonistic
and nonantagonistic contradictions. But in contrast to his later and more famous "On Correctly
Handling Contradictions Among the People" speech (see text Feb. 27, 1957), Mao here treats the
contradiction between the proletariat and the national bourgeoisie as an antagonistic one, rather than
as one having both antagonistic and nonantagonistic aspects.
This document also helps to clarify Mao's position on the problem of centralization versus
decentralization. 1 As is clear from evaluating this document and others dealing with that issue (texts
Apr. 25, 1956, and Aug 15, 1959), Mao held up neither centralization nor decentralization as an
absolute policy. Rather, Mao argued that the two are in contradiction. Hence the specific situation
must be evaluated to determine whether further centralization or decentralization is appropriate at any
one time. Here Mao argued that in the specific situation in 1953 the decision-making process
regarding issues of major importance should be more centralized while lesser issues could be handled
in a less centralized fashion. However, by 1956, when centralization had been carried out to a much
greater degree and when Mao had come to recognize some of the dangers of excessive centralization
during the transition to communism, he changed his position and argued for more decentralization of
decision-making.
Notes
1 The issue of centralization-decentralization is not simply the issue of the locus of decisionmaking. It
also affects who makes the decisions, i.e., decentralization to the level of local Party committees is
different from decentralization to the level of production units' management groups. For more on this
see F. Schurmann ( 1968), pp. 175-178, 196-199.

4. See text Jun. 15, 1953, source note. 5. In November 1952, on the eve of the promulgation of the
First Five-Year Plan in January 1953, Bo Yibo, who was deputy chairman of the Finance and
Economic Commission under the GAC and Minister of Finance, was appointed a member of the newly
established State Planning Commission. Tax policy fell under the purview of the Commission, and Bo
made a specific suggestion, which is described here by Mao. This suggestion was adopted temporarily
by the Commission and superseded the tax code of 1950 governing taxation on industrial and
commercial enterprises. In addition to revising the tax schedule on enterprises that are processing
plants for state production and are subject to state allocation, and enterprises within the category of
statecontracted production and marketing, the salient characteristics of this new tax code included
also increasing the tax burden on state-run commercial enterprises, such as the supply and marketing
cooperatives, and on other cooperatives, and the elimination of several key tax benefits for
cooperatives, such as the exemption of cooperatives from the first year of income taxation after its
establishment, and the 20 per cent reduction of taxation on sales and management costs for
cooperatives.
According to SW, V, p. 111, note 1, "This new tax system was introduced in December 1952 and put
into effect in January 1953. Though nominally entailing 'equality between public and private
enterprises,' in reality it lightened the tax burdens on private industrial and commercial enterprises and
increased those on state and cooperative enterprises, thus serving the interests of the capitalists at
the expense of the latter. Soon after Comrade Mao Zedong made his criticism, this error was
corrected."
For more biographical information concerning Bo Yibo, see D. Klein and A. Clark, eds. ( 1971), II, pp.
738-742.
6. According to Xuanji, V, 97, note 1, " Zhang Zishan was at one time secretary of the Tianjin [Special]
District Committee of the CPC. Corrupted by the bourgeoisie, he became a big embezzler and, during
the 'Three-Anti's' movement, he was sentenced to death." 7. These three periods were: The First
United Front period from 1924 to 1927, the Second United Front period from 1937 to 1946, and the
period of the Common Program from 1949 to 1953. The First United Front began with the declaration
of a CPC-KMT cooperation against the forces of imperialism and against the Beiyang warlord regimes
in January 1924 at the First National Congress of the KMT. In 1926 the Northern Expedition against
the warlords and to unify China began. On April 12, 1927, on his way northward in this Expedition,
Chiang Kai-shek ordered the liquidation of Communists in Shanghai, thus leading to the execution of
hundreds of Communists and forcing the Communist movement underground. This ended the First
United Front.
In July 1937, following the July 7 Lukouqiao (Marco Polo Bridge) Incident, China entered a state of war
with Japan. At the same time, however, the internal conflict between the KMT and the CPC was
continuing. In December 1936, following the Xian Incident, in which the need to suspend civil war in
order to prepare for resisting Japanese imperialism was impressed upon Chiang Kai-shek, he made a
formal commitment to take on the resistance against Japan as his main task. In September 1937 the
confrontation with the national enemy forced the KMT and the CPC to once again enter a phase of
cooperation. Although there was a formal declaration of cooperation, however, throughout the period
of the War of Resistance the rivalry between the CPC and KMT continued, and there were many
incidences of open conflict. A large portion of the KMT forces, under generals such as Hu Zongnan,
were assigned the task of "containing" the Communists rather than facing the Japanese. Open civil
warfare once again erupted in 1946, ending the Second United Front.
The third "united front" Mao talks about here is a very different one from the first two. It is a matter of
cooperating with bourgeois elements and circles in the country "under the leadership of the proletariat"
(i.e., after the CPC had come to power, and the country was already oriented, as a People's Republic,
toward socialism). See text Feb. 18, 1951, note 13.
8. For the Second Plenum of the Seventh Central Committee see text June 6, 1950(2), note 1.
9. Over the years Mao has often used the analogy of the Party Center as a factory built on the basis of
Marxist-Leninist theory that needs information from the lower levels to produce newtheory, lines, and
policies. See Mao's speech at the Supreme State Conference, (text Jan. 28, 1958), and "Talks to the
Handan Forum on the Four Clean-ups Work" (text Mar. 28, 1964).

10. The first "Three-Anti's" campaign was launched in 1952 (see text Nov. 1951-Mar. 1952, source
note). In February 1953 the "Three-Anti's" slogan again appeared in a speech by An Ziwen (see text
Mar. 31, 1955, note 10), in which he claimed that problems still remained from the earlier campaign.
An called for a new effort against "bureaucracy, commandism, and the violation of law and discipline."
See RMSC ( 1953), pp. 171-173.
11. Mao is referring to the state in which economic units are not yet fully socialized (i.e., in which the
means of production are not fully publicly owned.) Although at this point he seems to be concerned
more with industrial and commerical enterprises, the problem with enterprises being at and remaining
at the "semisocialist" stage would have a much greater significance in the mid-1950s in the agricultural
sector. Of the "five economic sectors" that Mao talks about in the next paragraph here, two sectors are
classified as "semisocialist."
12. The five sectors of the economy Mao is referring to are the fully socialistic state-run economy, the
semisocialistic (see note 11) cooperative economy (the vast majority of the cooperatives then in
existence were as yet in the lower-level or semisocialist stage, but would eventually move toward fuller
socialism, so this is a transitional category), the semisocialistic state-capitalist economy, the individual
economy of peasants and handicraft workers, and the sector of private capitalism.
13. According to Ciyu jianshi, pp. 27-28, a certain regiment of the PLA stationed in Guizhou, in
attempting to carry out exercises emulating certain practices of the Soviet Army, appropriated a
considerable amount of agricultural land to build a parade ground. In this source this incident was
ascribed to "the influence of the bourgeois line in the military's operations of Peng Dehuai."
14. The policy of utilizing, restricting, and transforming (liyong, xianzhi, he gaizao) private capital was
adopted in Article 10 of the September 20, 1954, Constitution of the PRC.
15. See text June 15, 1953, note 2.
16. See RMRB ( June 29, 1951).
17. See text Mar. 12, 1950, note 3.
18. For Mao's fundamental theory of the antagonistic nature that exists between certain types of
contradictions, see section VI of his article "On Contradictions" ( SW, 1, pp. 343-345). Mao would
eventually develop this into a much more sophisticated and practice-oriented theory in "On Correctly
Handling Contradictions among the People" (see text Feb. 27, 1957).
19. This refers to the tactics of disguising dangerous and harmful developments or policies in enticing
facades of compromise and favors, which Mao takes the tactics "used by the bourgeoisie" to "corrode
the ranks of the revolutionary people" to be. He first used the term in his Report to the Second Session
of the Seventh Central Committee; see SW, IV, p. 374.
20. See RMRB ( Dec 31, 1952), editorial.
21. Special districts (zhuanqu) were provisional administrative districts, intermediary between the
province and the xian. There were approximately 201 such districts in 1951, but by the later 1950s all
these districts had been abolished.
22. The standard definition of "adventurism," in addition to a sense of rashness, also includes the
theoretical qualities of "going beyond the realm of real possibilities and beyond the level of the political
consciousness of the masses or those affected by the action." The Chinese term for this is maojin, an
abbreviation of maoxian qianjin, or advancing in a risky manner. It should be noted that this "label,"
besides connoting a psychological risk, also connotes, because of the aforementioned definition, a
violation of the scientific principles of Marxist socialism - i.e., the principle that political and historical
actions must be founded on the basis of possiblility and the masses form the foundation of possibility.
Later, in 1955, when the "conservatives" turned this "label" against Mao and others who at the time
advocated comprehensive cooperativization of agriculture, and opposed Mao under the aegis of
opposing adventurist advance, Mao would turn the "label" around and oppose those who opposed
adventurist advance. See text Dec. 6, 1955, note 10.
23. Chen Duxiu ( 1879-1942) was one of the founders of the CPC and from 1921 to 1927, its first
general secretary. Mao's reference to Chen as a Rightist is in accord with the official inter-pretation of
the Party's history, which charges that Chen, while general secretary, had advocated collaboration
with the KMT and deference to its leadership during the period of the First CPC-KMT United Front (
1925-1927). This charge is made, for example, in the "Resolution on Some Questions in the History of
Our Party" adopted by the Seventh Plenum of the Sixth Central Committee, April 20, 1945. Convincing
evidence to the contrary, however, suggests that Chen was actually opposed to the United Front but
was forced to acquiesce to it by the Comintern. (See, for instance, R. Kagan [ 1974], pp. 295-314.)
Chen was purged from the CPC in 1929.
Zhang Guotao ( 1897-1973) was also one of the founders of the CPC and an important Party leader
until 1938. Zhang was originally prominent in the Communist labor movement and later in the Oyuwan

Soviet ( 1931-32). During the Long March of 1934-35 Zhang was in charge of the Communist Fourth
Front Army, which joined the main train of the March in mid-1935. A bitter political struggle between
Zhang and Mao ensued. Zhang soon led his much stronger Communist forces west toward Tibet,
while Mao and his forces headed north toward Shaanxi. Zhang's army, however, suffered a series of
defeats at the hands of pursuing KMT armies and in October 1936 rejoined Mao's forces, which had
established their base in the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region, with Yanan as its capital. With
his forces severely weakened Zhang was no longer in a position to challenge Mao. In 1937, he was
severely criticized and in 1938 left the movement. See J. Harrison ( 1972), pp. 245-259, 281-289; J.
Rue ( 1966), and Zhang Guotao (1972).
Wang Ming (pseudonym of Chen Shaoyu, 1904-1974) was the leader of the so-called "28 Bolsheviks"
or "Returned Students" faction within the CPC. This faction, consisting of students who had returned to
China after studying in the Soviet Union, dominated the Party Center from 1931 to 1935. Wang Ming
himself became general secretary of the CPC, succeeding Li Lisan in that post in June 1931. The
"leftist" error to which Mao refers was Wang's insistence during the early 1930s that the Red Army
mount attacks against key urban areas. These attacks met with defeat and resulted in major losses for
the CPC in KMT controlled areas and the weakening of its bases in the countryside. Wang Ming's later
Rightist error came after his faction had been defeated politically by Mao at the Zunyi Conference in
1935 when, during the debate over a second United Front policy, he advocated CPC acquiescence to
the leadership of Chiang Kai-shek for the duration of the War of Resistance. For this, he was accused
of class capitulationism. For a detailed study of the conflict between Wang Ming and Mao see J. Rue ((
1966); and T. L. Hsiao 1961). For more on the "28 Bolsheviks" see S. Schram ( 1967), pp. 149-150.
For more biographical information on Chen, Zhang, and Wang, see D. Klein and A. Clark, eds. (
1971), 1, pp. 139-144, pp. 38-43, and pp. 127-134, respectively.
24. In 1942 a rectification (zhengfeng) movement was launched at Yanan to reform the bureaucratic
work-style and streamline the military organization of the Communist base areas. It established the
reading of Marxist-Leninist works, group political education, and self-criticism as precedents for later
ideas of popular political participation. It was also a period of persecution for those who resisted
rectification. For Mao's writings on this movement see "Rectify the Party's Style of Work", SW, III, pp.
35-51, and "Oppose Stereotyped Party Writing", SW, III, pp. 53-68; also, B. Comptom ( 1966). Also
see text June 30, 1953, note 9.
25. This slogan encapsulates the two principles of Party rectification. The first phrase of the slogan is
an aphorism derived from the poem "Jing zhi" [Respect] from the collection "Zhousong" [Paeans from
Zhou] in the "Shi jing [Book of Odes]". The second part of the slogan refers to the proper treatment of
an errant Party member. The gist of this principle is that while mistakes must be corrected, if they
require harsh measures, the basic purpose of the rectification is to change the situation while keeping
the cadre. This became the principle under which criticism and self-criticism were to be conducted.
Later the slogan was used in conjunction with the formula "unity-criticism-unity."
26. Here Mao was referring not to the traditional notion of a democratic revolution, which he described
as an "old general type of bourgeois-democratic revolution," but rather to the "New Democratic
Revolution." See text June 15, 1953, note 2.
27. See text Mar. 19, 1953, note 1.
28. See text Aug. 5, 1951, source note.
29. The Central Committee directives of January 7, 1948, and September 20, 1948, weredrafted by
Mao. See "On Setting Up a System of Reports", SW, IV, pp. 177-179, and "On Strengthening the
Party Committee System", SW, IV, pp. 267-268.
30. Here Mao may not be referring simply to the fact that Communist forces began to capture the
major cities of China in late 1948 and early 1949, but rather may be referring more broadly to the
period beginning with the Second Plenum of the Seventh Party Congress in March 1949. At this
meeting the CPC began to focus on the problem of administering large urban areas and the
transformation of those areas into the centers of social revolution. It was at this plenum that Mao

declared an end to the period of "from the city to the village" and the beginning of the period of "the
city leading the village." See Mao's report to the Plenum, SW, IV, p. 363.
31. See text Sept. 30, 1949.
32. Mao alludes here to the traditional belief that there existed eight hundred feudal lords during the
Shang dynasty (ca. sixteenth-tenth centuries B.C.). Mao's general allusion is to the many small
kingdoms, with their petty rulers and plethora of vassals, that existed in China prior to its primitive
"unification" under the Zhou dynasty (ca. 841 B.C.). The legend of the eight hundred feudal lords is
contained in "Zhou benji (The Chronicle of Zhou)" in Shi ji (Historical Records) by Sima Qian, and also
in the popular novel Fengshenbang.
33. The Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region was the designation given in 1937, after the
establishment of the Anti-Japanese United Front, to the revolutionary base area that encompassed
twenty-three xian on the common borders of those three provinces. See text Oct. 26, 1949, note. See
also text Feb. 27, 1950, note 1.

